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But we can envision the future in another way.  
Instead of beginning where we are now, we 
can begin by imagining that time three years 
from now and how it looks and feels to be 
there.  Then we go back and describe the 
steps that we took to get to that place, which 
gives us an action plan that can enable us to 
make real progress in achieving the goal. 

 

Weôll have an opportunity to have input in this 
planning process.  During the month of Febru-
ary, congregations are asked to discuss sev-
eral mission and ministry questions relating to 
the work of our congregation and Synod.  Weôll 
be announcing an opportunity for you to par-
ticipate, and our responses will be gathered 
with those of others and given to our Synods 
for consideration at our upcoming Joint Synod 
Assembly in May. 

 

Thereôs planning to be done here at Good 
Shepherd as well.  You may have seen the 
bulletin insert which invites you to be a part of 
this process, which focuses on where we be-
lieve God wants us to be in the next few years.  
As we think about the mission of the church in 
this place, we need to talk about some of the 
opportunities and challenges that will face us.  
At our recent budget meeting, we heard of the 
concerns around deficit spending and the need 
to balance our expenses with our income.  As I 
get closer to retirement, we need to envision 
the needs for pastoral ministry which will guide 
us into the future. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

What Is God Doing Among Us?  

 

These words from the prophet Isaiah formed 
the basis for the Winter Leadership Event I 
attended in Midland this week, a gathering of 
the rostered leaders (pastors and other 
church professionals) of the two ELCA Syn-
ods in the Lower Peninsula of Michigan.  Our 
two Synods are in a process of discernment 
as we plan ways that we can be in mission 
together in the coming years. 

 

What is the new thing that God wants to do 
among ELCA Lutherans in Michigan?  There 
are several alternatives that we might con-
sider: A process leading to eventual union in a 
single entity; A sharing of programs and min-
istries short of full merger; and of course, the 
third alternative: Keeping the status quo. 

 

One of the facilitators in our meeting reminded 
us that there are different ways of envisioning 
the future.  In one case, we start where we 
are and think of where we want to be at some 
future time, say three years down the road.  
The trouble with that approach is that it usu-
ally leads to lots of talk but no real change, so 
that at the end of the process we are in the 
same place that we were before. 
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Sunday, February 5th at 1 pm is 
when we will meet at Royal Oak 
Brewery on 4th Street, east of 
Main in Royal Oak.  Enjoy lunch 
and friends while discussing eve-
ryday issues!  Relax as you real-
ize the bible can guide you 
rkoasqk pame ah Zjhe p rasqkepr 
moments. 

Art icles, pict ures, updat es for t he February issue of  

Shepherdôs Voice are due  February 27th.  

Medical Equipment 
ǝɻɻɰ ǩɴɱɼɴɱɾɰ ɵɿ ɯɻɸɸɱɯʀɵɺɳ ͂ɿɸɵɳɴʀɸʅ ʁɿɱɰ̓ ɹɱɰɵɯɭɸ ɱɽʁɵɼ̷

ment (wheelchairs, canes, toilet risers, etc.) for our mem-

bers and friends to borrow when they have a need.  

Here are the items that are available to be borrowed : 

 

3 raised toilet seats (new or like new) 
1 porta john 
2 walkers (no wheels) 
2 ambulating boots 
1 leg support with velcro fasteners 
 
We do not need any more toilet seats for now. We do need 
wheelchairs, shower chairs or stools and grabbers. 
 
If anyone wants to borrow any of these items, please call 

the church office or Peggy Hammond at (248) 528-3135 
 

 
Mens Fellowship 
The Men's' Fellowship meets the first Saturday of the 
month at 9:00 a.m. in Madison Heights (Star Restau-
rant, on John R, south of 11 Mile Rd.) At this prayer 
breakfast men get a chance to bond together around 
the Word of God and share common life experiences 
that affect men. 

How many men members do we have?  107! 

Ǫɴɵɿ ɵɿ ʀɴɱ ɿɵʆɱ ɻɲ ɻʁɾ ǣɱɺ́ɿ ǜɱɸɸɻʃɿɴɵɼ̹ 

Be an active part of it!   

 
Shrove TuesdayðFebruary 21, 2012 
Why do Christians call the day 'Shrove Tuesday'? 

The name Shrove comes from the old word "shrive" 
which means to confess. On Shrove Tuesday, in the 
Middle Ages, people used to confess their sins so that 
they were forgiven before the season of Lent began. 

 

Shrove Tuesday is a day of celebration as well as 
penitence, because it's the 
last day before Lent. 
Throughout the United 
States, and in other coun-
tries too, people indulge 
themselves on foods that 
traditionally aren't allowed 
during Lent. Pancakes are 
eaten on this day because 

they contain fat, butter and eggs which were forbid-
den during Lent. 

 

Ǣɱʀ́ɿ ɯɱɸɱɮɾɭʀɱ̹  ǩɵɳɺ-up to enjoy this indulgence! 

 

 

 

Lunch Bunch 
Expand your culinary world!  The Lunch Bunch will 
meet at the Clawson Steak House on February 9 at 1 
pm for a wonderful luncheon with friends.  The Veal 
Picatta,  Club Clawson Triple Decker or a Greek salad 
could be your choice for an outstanding meal! Any-
one can join in!  For more information or to reserve 
your spot, call Joan Shemansky at  

586-755-6834. 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawls...they wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give  

solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify.   

Compassion and the love of knitting/crocheting have been 
combined into a prayerful ministry and spiritual practice 
which reaches out to those in need of comfort and solace, as 

well as in celebration and joy.  

Many blessings are prayed into every shawl! 

 

Join the ministry!        
Hammond Home 

1224 Sylvia Drive 

Troy             248-528-3135 

February 23rd    

  2 pm  &  7 pm 

http://www.projectbritain.com/pancakeday/world.htm
http://www.projectbritain.com/pancakeday/world.htm
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Financial Statement Thru   

December 2011  

 Current Month Actual YTD 

Receipts $19,582.55 $226,167.84 

Expenses $19,489.33 $241,265.04 

Over/ 
(Under) 

$93.22 ($15,097.20) 

We continue to be friends of  Emmanuel Ssali 
through Compassion Child.  Thank you for your 
continued support.   

Penny Sunday is  

February 5th 
 

 

 
Emmanuel & friends 

Home Worship 
Saturday, February 11   

Meet at the Schleicher Home.  Speaker Pr. Jim Hammond of "Lex Orandi" at 
Christ Cranbrook will be leading the discussion that begins at 6 pm.  Bring a friend! Bring a dish to pass! Bring your 

bible!   Nathan & Lauren live at 1978 Earlmont in Berkley. 

Fair Trade  Sale  
Sunday, February 26 

When Fair Trade started, they envisioned a food system that empowers farmers and consumers, supports small farmer 
co-ops, and uses sustainable farming methods to promote food security, better nutrition and higher soil quality.  

Today, we continue to find new and powerful ways to build a better food system. We partner with co-operatives of 

farmers who provide high-quality organic coffees, teas, chocolates, bananas, olive oil, and almonds.  

We invite you to support Fair Trade. Together we can create stronger local communities, a more just food system and 

a healthier planet. 

But letôs remember that we canôt foresee the gifts which God may yet have in store for us.  This 
month we will be welcoming a group of new members to Good Shepherd, celebrating the life of a 
new child of God in Holy Baptism, and entering into a devotional series through the season of Lent.  
Neighboring churches will join us in a meeting of the Parish Council to look for new ways to share 
ministry and mission.  In Modern Worship, in Home Worship, in our traditional Service and in many 
other ways we will share the Good News of Christôs love.  Our Food Pantry will expand its offerings 
to include fresh food for the hungry.  Our Bible Study groups will continue to grow in Godôs Word. 

 

Those who speak words of doom and gloom about our future need to open their eyes, ears and 
hearts to see the new things that God is already doing among us ï and to be part of imagining Godôs 
future!  God is truly about doing a new thing, and calling for us to perceive it.  In order to do that, we 
need to be aware of the opportunities around us and to be open to the leading of the Spirit who 
guides us into the future.  God will make a way in our wilderness and a river in our desert ï letôs look 
for God at work! 

 

In the love of Christ Jesus our Lord, 

 

Pastor Tom Scherger  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Somewhere To Ask God Everything 

Stakeholderôs Fundraiser 
This will be the second time in a row The ELCA National Gathering has been in New Orleans. The event hap-
pens once in every studentõs high school career, and this July is 
the first time STAGE has ever gone let alone done a summer mis-
sion trip this big. Weõve never traveled more than 600 miles 
away. Weõve never come together with 35,000 other youth from 
around the country to do ministry. The experience of the Gath-
ering will be a revolution in what it means to be a Christian 
community doing work for the Kingdom. 
 
This youth trip is the purpose behind the Stakeholders fund-
raiser. The cost per student is much greater than a typical year, and your support is that much more impor-
tant. The financial burden does not rest solely on the parents because we are all stakeholders in the leadership 
and faith development of our churchõs youth. 
 
STEP 1:   Find the STAKEHOLDER poster at your church. Place a sticker on the 
amount you pledge to contribute (at minimum) to the STAGE youth to support 
their mission trip to the National Gathering. 
 
STEP 2:   Take an addressed envelope and mail-in or drop-off your donation. 
Include your name and mailing address and in July youõll receive a postcard from 
a STAGE youth from New Orleans! 
 
STEP 3:   Keep the invitation found inside the envelope so you and a guest 
remember to come to the Stakeholderõs Dinner on September 30 where the youth 
group will serve a meal and share stories from their summer. 
 

 

Coffeehouse Campfire 

with Jetty Rae 
Sunday, February 26 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

at the Coffee Beanery in Berkley 
 

STAGE takes over the Coffee Beanery for a cool two-part evening starting with camp songs and 
leading up to an intimate concert with singer/songwriter Jetty Rae. You may know her as a headliner from the 
Gathering (Boom, Broasted!), but recently Jetty Rae shared the stage with Sarah McLachlan, Miranda Lam-
bert, and Courtyard Hounds at Lilith Fair in Detroit where she was handpicked by Sarah McLachlan and 
Terry McBride as the featured local artist. Plus, sheõs garnered nods from MTV and has performed at festivals 
and universities across the country. Listen at: www.jettyrae.com. All smoothies and other drinks are dis-
counted this night, but there will be a free will offering (recommended $5+) for the music. All ages welcome. 

Ǘ ǯɻʁʀɴ Ǣɱɭɰɱɾ́ɿ Ǧɱɾɿɼɱɯʀɵʂɱ ɲɾɻɹ ʀɴɱ ǝɭʀɴɱɾɵɺɳ 

ͯͭͭ;̴  ͂This was no ordinary event, but ex-
traordinary. One that will be remembered 
by all who attended because the on-site 
work with hands and hearts was major, not 
ɵɺɯɵɰɱɺʀɭɸ̵̓ 
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Soup & Salad Fundraiser_ 
Friday, March 16 @ Greenfield Presbyterian_ 
A fun community night of barbershop music, homemade soups, and excellent service by the STAGE 2 waiters! 
Youth ð this is an essential fundraiser to support your summer mission trip! Spread the word! 

STAGE is getting big and really needs more adult leaders to volunteer as advisors/
mentors Sunday evenings once or twice a month. Preferably not parents, sorry. It­s not tough 
and it­s great fun to hang out with the youth! Want more details? Please contact Nathan, the 
Director, at stageyouth@gmail.com or call him at 517-410-5147. 

THEME: Guts 

7:00 p.m. February 24 through 7:00 p.m. February 25 
Bowling, pizza, plus cool games in a big old church! Be warned ð The theme wonõt be for the faint of heart. 
Weõre gonna cover some really gruesome stories in scripture which reveal some truly gutsy people God 
worked through. Our retreat will also include a service project at a local soup kitchen in Pontiac (The Bald-
win Center)! Bring a friend for this cool, 24 hour mid-high retreat!  

Cost $25 
Lots more details are on the registration form which you can get by  
contacting stageyouth@gmail.com. 
 
 

THEME: Dating & Relationships 

6:00 p.m. March 2 through 10:00 p.m. March 3 
Winter fun like sledding & broom hockey (if it ever gets cold enough), music, makinõ our meals, and more! 
The HOT TOPIC this retreat is Dating & Relationships. Weõll explore what love is, what a healthy relation-
ship looks like, discuss teensõ concerns, and look at the theological perspective. Bring a friend for this cool 28 
hour high school retreat in Brighton at Sandy & Rayõs enormous home!  

Cost $30 
Lots more details are on the registration form which you can get by contacting stageyouth@gmail.com. 

 

 

Caffeine & Cash 

6:00 p.m. @ Coffee Beanery, Berkley   

January 23, February 6, 20, March 5, 9  
Moneymoneymoneymoney ... money! We have a new theme for a new year. Never been to a Caffeine & Blan-
kety before? Its easily one of the best things the STAGE group has to offer. This is another cool way for high 
schoolers to hang out, talk about life, and get into some deeper topics.  
BONUS: In staying with the theme ð the òbribeó for the first 3 people to arrive on January 23 is free smoothies! 

 

Jam Sessions 
7:00 p.m. @ Nathanôs House, 1978 Earlmont, Berkley 

Dates: January 19, February 16, March 15 
Talk about, write, and make music. 
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...these  members: 
Jeanette Bateman, Jeannine Beck, Jane Bondar, Dave & Sylvia Detty, Emmanuel & Family, Henrietta Kohler, Joe Ko-
chevar, Dick Harms,  Hilda Lange, Jean & Barb Lash, Ken MacColman, Rod Martin, Denise Miller, Carrie Patrick, Ruth 
Reese, Marge Schutt, Joan Shemansky, Kathy Story, Sandy Vitella, Julie Waltz. 
 

ø these family & friends: 
 Pete Anton, Gail Bing, Barb Braendel, Brent, James Calhoun, Jane Carpenter, Brian Corr, Gloria Dettore, Dawn Dietzel, 
Jane Egeler, Dick Harms, Chris Iacona, Charlene Kovacs, Kathy McGuire, Kayla Kincannon, Rick Kilcher, Rocky & Lena 
King, Virginia Lesniak, Valentina Martens, Greg Ock, Tommy Peldo, Jen Poore & family,  Nick, Jim Reese III, Jim Reese 
IV,  Lucy Searcy, Heather Schwartz, Nathan Shevkas, Skylar, Carol Shipp, Wendy Wallace, Weidelman Family.  

 

...the family & friends of :   
 Janet Adams, Donna Autterson, Leon Blaustein, Ellen Hatch, June McGregor, Cyndy Meyer, Bill Pittman. 

...those serving in our Nation's Armed  Forces:   
ʹɾɰ ǣɭɾɵɺɱ ǘɭʀʀɭɸɵɻɺ̲ Ǡɭɿɻɺ ǘɭɵɾɰ̲ ǣɵɯɴɭɱɸ ǘɱɺɱɰɱʀʀɵɺɵ ͘Ǩɱɽ̵ ǣɻɾɸɱʅ ǡʃɭɿɯɴɺɱɲɿɷɵ͙̲ Ǜʂɭɺ Ǚɻɻɼɱɾ ͘ɲɾɵɱɺɰ ɻɲ Ǣɭɵʀʅ́ɿ͙̲  
Joe Dear, Jeffrey Fischer (son-in-law of Jane Bondar), Brandon Grueneberg,  Michelle Hunt (friend of Shawn Frederick), 
ǡɱɱɳɭɺ̲ ǚɭʂɵɰ ǣɭɾɿɴɭɸɸ̲ Ǫɾɻʅ ǣɯǙɸɵɺʀɻɯɷ ͘ɳɾɭɺɰɿɻɺ ɻɲ ʀɴɱ Ǟɭɹɹɻɺɰ́ɿ͙̲ ǣɭʀʀɴɱʃ ǣɯɴʁɳɴ̲ Ǚɴɾɵɿɿʅ ͘Ǭɸɭɿɵɯ͙ ̯ ǡʅɸɱ 
Medaugh, Gregory Nicholls, Joe Pica (nephew of Margaret Parkin), Eric Pelfrane,  Duane Peyrek,  Cody Tamaiah, Carra 
Watson (step-granddaughter of George & Dolores Wieske), Robert D. Wyman (Nephew Of Tim Rutledge) 
 

ø  the Homebound:  
Leona Adas, Helen Ault, Elsie Betts, Florence Bock, Lois Boulan, Dottie Clinton, Carrie Patrick,  

Raymond & Bernice Kraatz,  Marie Maas, Pete Poppe,  Don & Esther Suliin, Shirley Bloom, Elinore Mel, Betty Walford, 

Edna Wardlaw. 

William & Karen Murphy 2/7 

Rod & Lil Martin 2/14 

Jodi Miller 2/2 

Betty Walford 2/2 

Dolores Wieske 2/3 

Marilyn Johnson 2/5 

Liz Gray 2/7 

Bill Heintzel 2/9 

Bob Laity Jr. 2/14 

Donna Gottberg 2/15 

Morley Kwaschnefski 2/15 

Marc Vincent 2/15 

Harold Elliott 2/16 

Tommy Utter II 2/17 

Dot Hutchinson 2/20 

Jean Lash 2/21 

Connie McDougall 2/23 

Frank Gottberg 2/25 

Ginny Kowalski 2/25 

James Hutchinson 2/28 
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